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The article discusses the features of the representation of St. Petersburg as a cul-

tural and geographical phenomenon in Bella Akhmaduli o-
cuses on the role of the Pushkin context in the image of the city created by Akhmadul-
ina. The study is based on the pieces written in 1978 and 1985 in Leningrad. The 
analysis is based on the assertion that the city was perceived by Akhmadulina, first of 
all, as evidence of the cultural past. Therefore, her poems reflect a conscious orienta-
tion to the tradition of Russian literature. It is noted that Akhmadulina had been great-

s the analyzed excerpts con-
h-

m-
 Russian litera-

ture. Akmadulina reinterprets and recreates the main part of the Petersburg text as 
survival trope in the context of godlessness, separation from the past. The poet dis-
covers the idea of the tragic role of Petersburg in Russian history in a new temporal 
and semantic field. The author suggests that Akhmadulina also touches on the topic of 
the repression. The appeal to tradition in poems about Petersburg is interpreted as an 
attempt to overcome history buried in oblivion, to restore a spiritual connection with 
the past. The motive of insanity is defined as a symbol of memory loss. 
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