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SPECIFICS OF THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE TITLE  
OF A LITERARY PRETEXT IN THE REPERTORY  

OF RUSSIAN THEATERS (SEASON 2020-2021) 
 

 Proschin Evgeny Evgenievich (2021), SPIN-code: 5576-0070, OR-
CID: 0000-0002-6993- -
bachevsky State University of Nizhny Novgorod (37, Bolschaja Pokrovskaja 
street, Nizhny Novgorod, Russia, 603000), filnnov@mail.ru 

  
This research was conducted at the junction of literary studies, sociology, and 

statistics. The study focuses on the cases when a literary work that served as the basis 
for theatrical interpretation was renamed. This almost always happens to epic and 
dramatic works since cases of not even the transformation of the title but merely a 
reference to lyrical or epic genres in the theater are extremely rare in productions 
staged on the basis of a single work. The author nwas able to discover several hun-
dred cases of transformation of the title of a pretext and proposed three principles 
for analyzing the mechanisms of such a transformation. The first has to do wi th the 
formal aspects: to what extent  partially or completely  the verbal formula of the 
original is changed, how this can be traced on different linguistic levels. The second 
dimension is conceptual, that is, it reflects the connection between the title of the 
play and the text, namely the orientation of the updated title towards the text of the 
play implemented in a number of original ways: from genre markers to an allusive-
associative imagery series. The third aspect is the receptive specificity of the title, 

show that radical experiments with the title are not something totally common. Sta-
tistically, "cosmetic" title edits successfully compete with bolder, more distant vari-
ants of the original's verbal formula. This in itself indicates that the audience's re-
ceptive horizon is presented to theaters as quite trivial. If we recall that among the 
leaders of renaming  by name and work  are the texts included in the school read-
ing list (that is, Russian literature of the 19th and first half of the 20th centuries), 
then we can assume that the transformed title should not alter or even slightly modi-
fy the usual reading procedure, but rather gently shift the usual accents, preventing 
the appearance of coddled associations that arise automatically when works from 
school reading list are mentioned. 

Keywords: title, pretext, play, theater, title transformation. 
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